
MARYLAND HISTORICAL TRUST ADDENDUM SHEET 
U.S. 301 SOUTH CORRIDOR TRANSPORTATION STUDY 

Property Name: Cheltenham Schoolhouse 
Survey No.: PG:82A-24 

Property Address 10411 Old Indian Head Road, Cheltenham vicinity, Prince George's County 
Owner Name/Address Keith R. Nave, 10411 Old Indian Head Road, Upper Marlboro MP 20772 
Year Built 1925 

Description: 

The Cheltenham Schoolhouse was previously surveyed by the Maryland-National Capital Park and Planning Commission 
in 1974 and 1985. Since the time of the previous survey, the property is unchanged. 

National Register Evaluation: 

The Cheltenham Schoolhouse is not eligible for the National Register of Historic Places. The property is not eligible under 
Criterion A. Although the property is an example of an early-twentieth century schoolhouse, it does not retain sufficient 
integrity to convey significance under Criterion A. Historic research indicates that the property has no association with 
persons who have made specific contributions to history, and therefore the it does not meet Criterion B. The property is 
not eligible under Criterion C due to a loss of integrity. Many exterior materials, including siding, roof covering, windows 
and doors have been replaced. The proportions of the windows have also been altered, and the north section of the 
basement has been converted into a garage. In addition, conversion to apartments has altered the interior configuration 
of the building. 

MHT CONCURRENCE: -^ 
Eligibility recommended ^ C not recommended 
Criteria A B V C D Considerations A B C D E F G None 
Comments: / 
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PRINCE GEORGE'S COUNTY 

HISTORIC SITE SUMMARY SHEET 

Survey #: P.G. #82A-24 Building Date: 1925 

Building Name: Cheltenham School house 

Location: 10411 Old Indian Head Road, Cheltenham, Maryland 

Pri vate/Residence/Occupied/Excellent/Inaccessible 

Description: 

The Cheltenham school house is a one-story (with basement) hip-roofed 
two-room schoolhouse, typ ica l of the larger schoolhouses constructed in 
Prince George's County in the 1920 ' s . In recent years, i t has been con
verted into two apartments; the entrance and fenestrat ion have, there fore , 
been considerably a l te red , and the northern section of the basement has been 
converted into a garage. Or ig ina l l y , one entered the bui ld ing through the 
pro ject ing gabled entryway in the center of the main (east) facade, and went 
up a short f l i g h t of steps to e i ther of the two large classrooms. These 
classrooms were l ighted on the east facade by banks of twelve foot high 
windows. The rear walls of the classrooms were covered by blackboards, and 
had no windows. Since 1950, the Cheltenham schoolhouse has been converted 
in to two apartments. The project ing entryway now has a door with transom and 
s i d e l i g h t s . The t a l l classroom windows have been replaced by two modern 8/8 
windows (with shutters) on each side of the ent ry . The siding on the f ront 
of the bui ld ing is v i n y l , and on the sides and rear is asbestos shingle. 
There is a new synthetic shingle roof . The bui ld ing rests on a high concrete 
basement foundation. 

Signi f icance: 

The Cheltenham schoolhouse is typ ica l of the more substantial two-room 
schools b u i l t in Prince George's County in the 1920's. It was constructed in 
1925 to replace the two small schoolhouses which had for many years stood on 
the adjoining property. These bui ldings were maintained by the Board of 
County School Commissioners un t i l they were v i r t u a l l y destroyed by a severe 
windstorm in 1924. In November of that year, the Board of Education (which 
had superseded the Board of County School Commissioners in 1921) ordered that 
two acres be purchased for the construction of a new two-room bu i ld ing , and 
that the old lo t be so ld . Accordingly two acres were purchased from Herbert 
Grow, and the new school house (known as School #2, D i s t r i c t #11) was con
structed in 1925. The new Cheltenham School was one of the more substantial 
rural schoolhouses in Prince George's County, with two large, we l l - l i gh ted 
classrooms, and a f u l l basement. I t served as a school unt i l 1945, when i t 
was closed and sold to the Marlboro post of the American Legion, which used 
i t as a meeting place for several years. In 1950 i t was sold to the present 
owner, who has converted the two classrooms into two apartments, and the 
north section of the basement into a garage. Although the bui ld ing retains 
i t s or ig ina l schoolhouse l i nes , i t s entrance and fenestrat ion are completely 
a l t e red , and i t s appearance is a mere suggestion of i t s or ig inal func t ion . 

Acreage: 2 acres 



Maryland Historical Trust 
State Historic Sites Inventory Form 

Survey No. P.G. #82A-24 

Magi No. 

DOE yes no 

1 . Name ( i n d i c a t e pre 

historic Cheltenham School house 

and/or common 

2. Location 
street & number 10411 O ld I n d i a r 

city,town Upper Marlboro 

state 

3. 
Maryland 

Classification 

f e r r e d name) 

(School #2, D i s t r i 

Head Road 

Cheltenham 
vicinity of 

county 

: t #11) 

congressional distric 

Prince 

not for 

1 5 

George's 

publication 

Category 
district 
building(s) 
structure 
site 
object 

Ownership 
public 
private 
both 

Public Acquisition 
in process 
being considered 

not applicable 

Status 
occupied 
unoccupied 
work in progress 

Accessible 
yes: restricted 
yes: unrestricted 
no 

Present Use 
agriculture 
commercial 
educational 
entertainment 
government 
industrial 
military 

museum 
park 
private residence 
religious 
scientific 
transportation 
other: 

4. Owner of Property (give names and mailing addresses of all owners) 

name Leonard Furgang 

street & number 1 1 3 1 3 M a r y v a l e Road telephone no, 627-3815 

city, town Upper Marlboro, state and zip code Maryland 20772 

5. Location of Legal Description 
courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. P r i n c e George's County Courthouse liber 

1284 

street & number Main Street folio 
416 

city, town Upper Marlboro, 
state 

MD. 20772 

6. Representation in Existing Historical surveys 
title Prince George's County Inventory of Historic Sites 

date 1974 federal state county local 

fepository for survey records H i s t o r y D i v i s i o n , M-NCPPC 

city, town Riverdale state M D ' *>™ 



7. Des( 
Condition 
-X excellent 

good 
fair 

:nption 

deteriorated 
ruins 
unexposed 

Check one 
unaltered 

X_ altered 

Survey No. 

Check one 
X- original site 

moved date n f mnvp 

P.G. #82A-24 

€ 
Prepare both a summary paragraph and a general description of the resource and its 
various elements as it exists today. 

The Cheltenham school house is a one-story (with basement) hip-roofed 
two-room schoolhouse, typ ica l of the larger schoolhouses constructed in 
Prince George's County in the 1920's. In recent years, i t has been con
verted in to two apartments; the entrance and fenestrat ion ha/e, therefore , 
been considerably a l te red , and the northern section of the basement has 
been converted in to a garage. 

O r i g i n a l l y , one entered the bui ld ing through the project ing gabled 
entryway in the center of the main (east) facade, and went up a short 
f l i g h t of steps to e i ther of the two large classrooms. These classrooms 
were l igh ted on the east facade by banks of twelve foot high windows. The 
rear wal ls of the classrooms were covered by blackboards, and had no 
windows. 

Since 1950, the Cheltenham schoolhouse has been converted into two 
apartments. The pro ject ing entryway now has a door with transom and side
l i g h t s . The t a l l classroom windows have been replaced by two modern 8/8 
windows (with shutters) on each side of the entry. The siding on the f ront 
of the bu i ld ing is v i n y l , and on the sides and rear is asbestos shingle. 
There is a new synthet ic shingle roof . The bui lding rests on a high con
crete basement foundat ion. 



8. Significance Survey No. P .G. #82A-24 

Period 
prehistoric 
1400-1499 
1500-1599 
1600-1699 
1700-1799 
1800-1899 

~T 1900-

Areas of Significance—Check and justify below 
archeology-prehistoric community planning landscape architecture 

law 
literature 
military 
music 
philosophy 
politics/government 

archeology-historic 
agriculture 
architecture 
art 
commerce 
communications 

conservation 
economics 

)L education 
engineering 
exploration/settlement 
industry 
invention 

religion 
science 
sculpture 
social/ 
humanitarian 
theater 
transportation 

X other (specify) 
local history 

Specif ic dates 1925 Builder/Architect Thomas A. Garner 

check: Applicable Criteria: A B C D 
and/or 

Applicable Exception: _A _B _C _D _E _F _G 

Level of Significance: national state local 

Prepare both a summary paragraph of significance and a general statement of history and 
support. 

The Cheltenham schoolhouse is typical of the more substantial two-room 
schools built in Prince George's County in the 1920's. It was constructed 
in 1925 to replace the two small school houses which had for many years 
stood on the adjoining property. There had been a schoolhouse at the old 
location since before the establishment of the Board of County School Com
missioners in 1865; it was replaced circa 1882 by two buildings, one of 
which housed the primary grades, and the other the intermediate grades. 
These buildings were maintained by the Board of Commissioners until they 
were virtually destroyed by a severe windstorm In 1924. In November of 
that year, the Board of Education (which had superseded the Board of 
County School Commissioners in 1921) ordered that two acres be purchased 
for the construction of a new two-room building, and that the old lot be 
sold. Accordingly two acres were purchased from Herbert Grow, and the new 
school house (known as School #2, District #11) was constructed in the 
following year J Thomas A. Garner of Croom was contracted to complete 
construction of the building before the first of September 1925, for the 
cost of $5,740. The new schoolhouse was to be covered with asbestos 
shingles painted French gray with white trim; a used furnace from the old 
Surratts school was to be installed in the basement. 

The new Cheltenham School was one of the more substantial rural 
schoolhouses in Prince George's County, with two large, well-lighted class
rooms, and a full basement. It served as a school until 1945, when it was 
closed and sold to the Marlboro post of the American Legion, which used it 
as a meeting place for several years. In 1950 it was sold to the present 
owner, who has converted the two classrooms into two attractive and 
comfortable apartments, and the north section of the basement into a 
garage.^ Although the building retains the lines of its original school-
house form, its entrance and fenestration are completely altered, and its appearance 
a mere suggestion of its original function. 



9. Major Bibliographical References survey NO. P.G. #82A-24 

See chain of title 
See notes, item #8 

10. Geographical Data 
2 acres Acreage of nominated property 

Quadrangle name Brandywine, Section B 
UTM References do NOT c o m p l e t e UTM r e f e r e n c e s 
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Quadrangle scale 
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Verbal boundary description and justification 

List all states and counties for properties overlapping state or county boundaries 

state code county code 

state code county code 

11. Form Prepared By 

name/ t j t l e Susan G. Pear l , research h is to r ian 

organization 
Historic Preservation Commission date 

February 1985 

street & number c / ° C o u n t v Planning D i v i s i on , M-NCPPC t e |e p h o n e 952-3521 

County Administrat ion Bu i l d ing , 
city or town Upper Marlboro, state Maryland 20772 

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created by 
an Act of the Maryland Legislature to be found in the Annotated 
Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 1974 supplement. 

The survey and inventory are being prepared for information and 
record purposes only and do not constitute any infringement of 
individual property rights. 

return to: Maryland Historical Trust 
Shaw House 
21 State Circle 
Annapolis, Maryland 21401 
(301) 269-2438 

PS-2746 
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8. Continued 

Notes: 

1 P.G. Board of Education, Journal, Vol. Ill p. 57; 
P.G. County Deed #224:187; interview with owner. 

" Closed school files, Department of Plant Maintenance, P.G. County 
Public Schools. 

3 P.G. County Deeds #904:293; #1284:416 



MARYLAND HISTORICAL TRUST WORKSHEET 

NOMINATION FORM 
for the 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES, NATIONAL PARKS SERVICE 

W. NAME 
., 

C OMMON: 

Cheltenham School 
AMD/ OB H I S T O R I C : 

(7. LOCATION 
School House 

5 T R E E ' A N C N U M B E H l 

Old Indian Head Road 
CI TV Or» T OWN: 

Cheltenham 
S T A T E 

Maryland 
C O U N T Y : 

Pr ince George 's 
3. CLASSIFICATION 

CATEGORY 
(Check One; 

G Distr ict ^J5 Building 

C ] Sit* • Structure 

D Object 

OWNERSHIP 

D Public 
G3 Privole 

G Both 

Public Acquis i t ion : 

[~1 In Procosi 

G Being Considered 

STATUS 

Q ) Occupied 

G Unoccupied 

G Preservation work 

In progress 

ACCESSIBLE 
TO THE PUBLIC 

Y M I 

G Restr ic ted 

G Unrestr icted 

® No 

P R E S E N T LfSt: (Check Ono or Morn « • Appropriate) 

Q Agricsvitwrol 

~\ Co*r«iTt»rciol 

Q Educational 

~] Enlt t foin.-ntr.t 

f~l Cov«rnm«nt 

O Induitn'ol 

• Militory 

CI My*•urn 

a p°'"< 
SB Private Residence 

1 I Rel igious 

G Scienti f ic 

Q Transportation O Comments 

G Other ($p»cltr) 

\4. OWNER OF PROPERTY 
O r t N t H ^ 

S T R L C t AH'O K U U B ( n . 

CI T V 0 « TOWM: 

[S. LOCATION OF LECAL DESCRIPTION 
c o u m x a u K i n c n : f > ( o r o c i o s . t T C : 

Pr ince George 's County Courthouse 
i 

Iff} 

I I H I t t A M O K I 7 M S ) » « , 

CI T V O l t O U N I 

Upper Marlboro Maryland 
. REPREirNTATIOH IN EXISTING SURVEYS " ^ i - - 1 - ^ — - * - * . * . / - * 

t m i o ' »« / •»«» , 

None 
— i - : 

0 * 1 1 0 ' l J » ( i ' 

tJFVoitTO"» »o» i g » n t srcoxoi i 

| T S < l f • • • O " U U I U , 

O Federol G s " " « G County • Loca l 

ClT t C « TO«Mi 
»T A T E l 
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7. DESCRIPTION 

CONDITION 

(Check One) 

• Exc»li«nt [2 Good Q Foir • Deteriorated • Ruini • Un.«re,i«d 

(Check One) 
H Altered • Uncltered 

(Check One) 

• Moved O Orioinol Site 
D E S C R I B E T H E P R C S E N T » ^D O R I G I N A L (II known) P H Y S I C A L A P P E A R A N C E 

The building is one story, frame house that has been 

turned into a residence. The five bay facade has a central 

entrance porch; the doorway has sidelights and a transom 

light divided from the doorway by a small canopy. 
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S T A T E M E N T O F S I S N I F I C A N C E 
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PERIOD (Ct>ack One or More mm Approprlmtm) 

• Pre-Columbian • 16th Century 

• 15th Century D , 7 ' n Century 

• 13th Century 

D , 9 , n Century 

0 20th Century 

S P E C I F I C D A T E l S l (It Applicable mnd Known) 

A R E A S OF S I G N I F I C A N C E (Check One or More mm Approprlmtm) 

Abor iginol 

[) Prehistoric 

• Historic 

[ | Agriculture 

f~l Architecture 

| 1 Commerce 

1 Communication* 

I 1 Conservation 

I 1 Education 

I 1 Engineering 

[ | Industry 

[31 Invention 

I 1 Londscope 

Architecture 

I I Literature 

• Military 

O Music 

• Political 

• Religion/Phi. 

losophy 

[3] Science 

I 1 Sculpture 

I I Social/Human-

itarion 

I 1 Theater 

I I Transportation 

f I Urban Planning 

D Other (Specify) 
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[^. MAiORTiSLIOORAPHtCAL REFERENCES 

10. CEOGRAPHiCALDATA 
L A T I T U D E AND L O N G I T U D E C O O R D I N A T E S 

D E F I N I N G A R E C T A N G L E L O C A T I N G T H E P R O P E R T Y 

C O R N E R 

NW 

N E 

SE 

sw 

L A T I T U D E 

Degroes Minutes Seconds 

L O N G I T U D E 

Degroes Minutes Seconds 

L A T I T U D E A N p L O N G I T U D E C O O R D I N A T E S 
D E F I N I N G T H E C E N T E R P O I N T O F A P R O P E R T -

OF LESS THAN T E N ACRES 

L ATI T U D E 

Degrees Minutes Seconds 

L O N G I T U D E 

Degrees Minutes Seconds 

APPROXIMATE ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY: 

Acreage J u s t i f i c a t i o n : m 

m 

z 
«/» 

H 

c 
n 

o 
z 
CO 

1 L FORM P R E P A R E D BY 
N A M E AND T I T L E : 

Christopher Owens, Park Historian 
ORG ANI Z A T I O N 

MNCPPC 19 S e p t 74 
S T R E E T AND N U M B E R : 

87 87 Georgia Avenue_ 
CITY O R TOWN: 

liver. .Spring 

S T A T E 

—Maryland-

'State Liaison Officer Review: (Office Use Only) 

Significance of this property is: 
National Q State f j Local • 

Signature 



Chain of T i t l e 

Cheltenham Schoolhouse 
P.G. #82A-24 

#1284:416 Marlboro Post #115 of American Legion to Leonard and 
14 Sept 1950 Mary Furgang; 2 acres which grantor acquired by 
Deed #904:283. 

#904:293 Roard of Education of Prince George's County, to 
8 Nov 1946 Marlboro Post #115 of American Legion; 1 acres which 
Deed the Roard of Education acquired by #224:187. 

#224:187 Herbert E. Grow, et ux. to Board of Education of Prince 
18 Nov 1924 George's County; 2 acres, beginning at the in tersect ion 
Deed of the public road from Rosaryvi l le to Cheltenham and 

the pr ivate road leading to the property of Ernest 
Furgang; (part of a t rac t which grantor acquired by 
#172:337) 




